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[Abstract]

Theoretical Basis for Environmental Charges against
Non-farmers

- On the basis of the principle of fairness -

Dong—il Kim
(Post—doctoral Fellow, Sungkyunkwan University)

The purpose of this paper is to argue that non-farmers have a duty to pay
environmental charges in return for their benefit from a better environment made
by agricultural activities of farmers. For this argument, this paper examines the
current principles for environmental tax and charges, and suggests that both the
ability-to-pay principle and the benefit principle cannot solve a new problem,
that is, the problem of non-farmers’ free-riding, according to which non-farmers
who benefit from a better environment made by farmers are likely to free-ride
if they do not pay the environmental charge. Having analysed the nature of the
problem, this paper introduces the basic idea of the principle of fairness, with
which it tries to solve the problem of non-farmers’ free-riding. It also discusses

some conditions and criticisms that may arise during the argument.

TN OO #3AY #EREE 3YH, $39%, HEHY

Key Words environmental tax law, environmental charges, the principle of fairness,
faimess obligation, non-farmers




